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Revelation 14:6-3 (CEB) 
 
6 
Then I saw another angel flying high overhead with eternal good 

news to proclaim to those who live on earth, and to every nation, 
tribe, language, and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and 
give him glory, for the hour of his judgment has come. Worship the 
one who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.” 
 
8 Another angel, a second one, followed and said, “Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great! She made all the nations drink the wine of her 
lustful passion.” 
 
9 Then another angel, a third one, followed them and said in a loud 
voice, “If any worship the beast and its image, and receive a mark on 
their foreheads or their hands, 10 they themselves will also drink the 
wine of God’s passionate anger, poured full strength into the cup of 
his wrath. They will suffer the pain of fire and sulfur in the presence 
of the holy angels and the Lamb. 11 The smoke of their painful 
suffering goes up forever and always. There is no rest day or night 
for those who worship the beast and its image, and those who 
receive the mark of its name.” 
 
12 This calls for the endurance of the saints, who keep God’s 
commandments and keep faith with Jesus. 
 
13 And I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Favored are the 
dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 
 
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “so they can rest from their labors, because 
their deeds follow them.” 

 

 

 

Prelude                              Lora G. & Ana Y. C. 

Gathering  
 Hymn:  “All hail the power of Jesus’ name”  (HWB #106)        Maureen L. 
 Call to Worship and Prayer                                               Lynn R. 
 Lighting the Advent Candle  (see litany on next page) 
 Welcome and Pass the Peace     
  
Praising God 
 Praise Songs 
 Emmanuel 
 Hope is a candle (SS #15) 
 Dona Nobis Pacem 
 The first Noel, the angel did say (HWB #199, verses 1, 2, 4)      
              
Children’s Choir    
 Offering* 
       Offertory Music                                                          Nick & Kate H.-S. 
 Wisdom and Wonder Skit                     Teresa S. and Roslyn S.
          
Hearing God’s Word 
 Scripture: John 1:6-13                         Joel N. 
 Hymn:  “Come, thou long-expected Jesus”  (HWB #178) 
 Scripture:  Revelation 14:6-13 
 Sermon:  “Apocalypse of Babylon”                Pastor Joel Shenk 
 
Responding 
 Hymn of Response:  “To us a Child of hope is born”  (HWB #189) 
 Sending Blessing for Karen Rodriguez  
 Congregational Sharing and Prayer 
  
Sending 
 Announcements  
       Sending Hymn:  “My life flows on”  (HWB #580) 
 Benediction 

…………...…………………. 
 
Hymn Books used: 
 (HWB) Hymnal, A Worship Book - blue, hard cover 
 (SJ)   Sing the Journey - green, soft cover 
 (SS)  Sing the Story - purple, soft cover 
 (MH) The Mennonite Hymnal - red, hard cover 
 (S&R) Sing and Rejoice - green, hard cover 
* Giving by credit card is available  See Mike P., TMC Treasurer 

ADVENT APOCALYPSE 

             ADVENT 3 - JOY 

          December 17, 2017 



  

 

Parents/Infants Nursery adjacent to sanctuary (unstaffed) 

Children’s Play Room - Room 102 - Karen R. (children up to 4 years old)  

Today’s Usher - Randy and Nancy B. 

Today’s Sound Tech -  Doug S. 

Birthdays: 

 12/21   - Aliciana M. 

 12/23   - James B. 

 12/23 - Sarah V.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

TMC Calendar: 

Today - Fellowship and refreshments in the Fellowship Hall - 10:45 am 

             11:00 am - Children will meet with Ana Yoder Coulter and Emiley 

 Shenk for singing time before joining the adults for an 

 intergenerational activity. 

12/20  - Prayer Meeting 

12/21 -  Longest Night Taize Service - 6:00 pm 

12/24  - Christmas Eve Service - 5:00 pm 

Candle Lighting Litany 
 

Reader One: A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley 
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. (Isaiah 40:3-4) 
 
Reader Two: As we light the Candle of Joy, we prepare our hearts to 
welcome the Savior of the world. He who came in the flesh, has come into 
our hearts and will come again in judgment of the living and the dead.  Signs 
of Joy are all around us in this season – the stories, the lights, the music, the 
gatherings. But it is possible to miss the source of true Joy.  
 
Reader One: These lighted candles express the joy and new life of 
Jesus Christ the Messiah, God’s Son, our Savior. 
 
Reader Two: Let us prepare well, that we may welcome Him as our Savior 
and Lord. Let us fix our eyes on the Author and Perfecter of our faith. 
 
All: We invite Jesus Christ into our hearts. 
We let ourselves be guided by the Holy Spirit. 
We live in God’s hope, peace and joy. 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

December 10, 2017 

Ann W. is thankful for a safe trip to and from Phoenix.  She was pleased 
that a seating arrangement problem for some of the passengers was taken 
care of successfully by the airline. 

Linda C. asked that we keep those in California who were affected by the 
fires this week in our prayers. 

Rosalee Z. thanked the children who participated in today’s service.    It is a 
blessing to have them in our congregation.  Also, it was nice to see Lester 
and Martha Miller here today. 

Joan R.’s eye surgery this week did not go as well as she and the doctor 
had hoped.  There is pressure in both eyes that will take several months of 
treatment to correct. 

_______________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

For Sunday School in December, we will be having intergenerational 
activities in the fellowship hall after Fellowship Time during Advent. We 
will not have Sunday School on December 24 nor December 31. 

Longest Night:  A service for those searching for hope during the 
holiday season. For those suffering loss, grief, disappointment, 
frustration, and pain - and for those who love and support them - come 
to find quiet and contemplation, prayer and song, healing and hope 
Thursday, December 21 at 6:00 pm. 
 
Join us at 5:00 pm on Sunday, December 24 for a Christmas Eve 
Service of scripture, carols, and reflections on the history and meaning 
of the Christmas songs we sing. 
 
Seasons come and seasons go, but God's steadfast love endures 
forever. The Leadership Team and Mission Commission wish to 
inform the congregation that this year will be the final year for the 
TMC Tutoring program.  This decision comes after a period of 
discernment led by the Mission Commission in light of Scott's 
resignation following the 2017-2018 school year. We affirm Scott and 
many others throughout the years for their faithful service.  At this time, 
however, we believe God is calling our congregation in a different 
direction.  We remain committed to being a ministering presence in our 
neighborhood and city, and in the new year we will have opportunity as 
a congregation to continue to envision where God is leading us to next.  

We received a call from the Aurora Project thanking us for our 
Thanksgiving Fast monetary gift of $1,250.  


