
  

 2 Kings 2:1-15  (CEB) 
 
1 
Now the LORD was going to take Elijah up to heaven in a windstorm, and Elijah 

and Elisha were leaving Gilgal. 
2 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, because 

the LORD has sent me to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you 
live, I won’t leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 
 
3 
The group of prophets from Bethel came out to Elisha. These prophets said to 

Elisha, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master away from you 
today?” Elisha said, “Yes, I know. Don’t talk about it!” 
 
4 
Elijah said, “Elisha, stay here, because the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” 

But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you live, I won’t leave you.” So they 
went to Jericho. 

5 
The group of prophets from Jericho approached Elisha and said to him, “Do 

you know that the LORD is going to take your master away from you today?” He 
said, “Yes, I know. Don’t talk about it!”  

6 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, because the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” 

But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives and as you live, I won’t leave you.” So both 
of them went on together. 

7 
Fifty members from the group of prophets also went 

along, but they stood at a distance. Both Elijah and Elisha stood beside the   
Jordan River. 

8 
Elijah then took his coat, rolled it up, and hit the water. Then the 

water was divided in two! Both of them crossed over on dry ground. 

 
9 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “What do you want me to do for 

you before I’m taken away from you?” Elisha said, “Let me have twice your   
spirit.”

10 
Elijah said, “You’ve made a difficult request. If you can see me when I’m 

taken from you, then it will be yours. If you don’t see me, it won’t happen.” 

11 
They were walking along, talking, when suddenly a fiery chariot and fiery  

horses appeared and separated the two of them. Then Elijah went to heaven in 
a windstorm. 

12 
Elisha was watching, and he cried out, “Oh, my father, my father!   

Israel’s chariots and its riders!” When he could no longer see him, Elisha took 
hold of his clothes and ripped them in two. 

13 
Then Elisha picked up the coat that had fallen from Elijah. He went back and 

stood beside the banks of the Jordan River. 
14 

He took the coat that had fallen 
from Elijah and hit the water. He said, “Where is the LORD, Elijah’s God?” And 
when he hit the water, it divided in two! Then Elisha crossed over. 

15 
The group 

of prophets from Jericho saw him from a distance. They said, “Elijah’s spirit has 
settled on Elisha!” So they came out to meet him, bowing down before him. 

 

 

 

Prelude                                                Teresa and Lora 

 Gathering 

 Opening Hymn:  “Come ye thankful people come” (HWB  #94) 
                    Dave 
 Call to Worship and Prayer                               Pastor Joel Shenk 
 Pass the Peace   

 Praising God 
 Songs of Praise: 
  “For the beauty of the earth”  (HWB #89) 
  “Sing to the Lord of harvest”  (HWB #98)   
 Offering* 
 
 Hearing God’s Word  
 Scripture: 2 Kings 2:1-15                  Sue 
 Sermon         Esther Muhagachi         
 
Responding 
 Hymn of Response:  “What wondrous love is this”  (HWB #530) 
        Communion (Anyone who follows Jesus as Lord is welcome to  participate)         

 Congregational Sharing and Prayer 

Sending 
 Announcements  
 Sending Song:  “Bless be the tie that binds”  (HWB #421)  
 Benediction 
 
 

November 25, 2018 

Thanksgiving 

Hymn Books used: 
 (HWB) Hymnal, A Worship Book - blue, hard cover 
 (SJ)     Sing the Journey - green, soft spiral bound cover 
 (SS)    Sing the Story - purple, soft spiral bound cover 
 (MH)   The Mennonite Hymnal - red, hard cover 
 (S&R) Sing and Rejoice - green, hard cover 
* Giving by credit card is available.  See Mike, TMC Treasurer. 



  

 Baby’s Nursery is at the back of sanctuary - unsupervised 

Toddlers and Children’s Play Room - Room 102 - Maureen Loutit 

Today’s Sound Technician - Jason Hoag 

Usher - Craig Miller 

CALENDAR 

Today - 10:45 am - Fellowship and refreshments in the fellowship hall  --  
               all are welcome to stay. 
 No Sunday School classes today 
 
11/28 Prayer Meeting 
11/28 Worship Commission - 7:00 am at Teresa Stebbins’ home 
11/28 Leadership Team - 7:00 pm at TMC 
11/29 Mission Commission Meeting - 5:30 pm at TMC 
12/2 Feed Your Neighbor Sunday 
12/4 Sew & So - 9:00 am at TMC 

      

 ---------------------------------- 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A warm welcome to Esther Muhagachi and her daughter, Peace, for joining 

us today.  Welcome back, Esther. 

Advent begins next Sunday, December 2nd, and there are many good Advent 
devotionals available to help deepen your faith during this season.  Goshen    
College has a daily e-mail devotional based on the revised common lectionary 
that can be accessed at www.goshen.edu/devotions.  The Anabaptist Faith     
Formation network has a family advent guide called "God's Goodness."  Everyday 
Abbey has a collection of Advent practices called "God's Hospitality."  Both these 
resources can be downloaded from our website - toledomennonite.org  

Ana and Lora invite you to join them while they play Christmas music during 
Holidays at the Manor House (5100 W Central Ave) on Tuesday, December 11 

from noon-1pm. Admission is free. 

You are invited to come and hear Ana’s piano students (including Max, 
Roslyn, and Saadiya) play Christmas music on Saturday, December 15, from 
3:30-4pm during the Children's Wonderland event at Sylvania Tam    
O'Shanter (7060 W Sylvania Ave, Sylvania). Cost of admission is $6 for chil-
dren and seniors, $8 for adults. 

The Mission Commission encourages you to consider Heifer International and 
Mennonite Central Committee for alternative Christmas giving this             
season.  Whether you wish to invest in animals, basic needs, farming, women's 
empowerment, the gift of learning, job skills, healthier living, peace and healing, 
or relief and rebuilding, these gifts go to support children and families around the 
world who are in need.  Their Christmas catalogs are available online at: 
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/holiday/christmas.html  and 
https://mcc.org/christmas 

 

 

Toledo Mennonite Church 
5501 Nebraska Avenue. Toledo, OH   43615 
419-536-1251 | toledomennonite@gmail.com | www.toledomennonite.org 
Pastor, Joel Shenk 
Pastor’s hours vary and by appointment   
Secretary, Maureen Loutit 
Secretary’s office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday - 9:00 to 1:00 pm 

Prayers of Joy and Concerns 
 

Teresa and Richard are very happy because they have a new septic tank system 
after six weeks since the old one failed.  They are thankful for all the prayers and 
gifts they received.  This generosity has meant more than they can ever tell to 
the people of Toledo Mennonite Church. 
 
Doug told us about Alice’s sister Glenda and Glenda’s husband, Tony.  Uncle 
Tony has been struggling with cancer and recently went from the hospital to a 
long-term hospice facility.  Doug asked us to pray that they experience God’s 
love and peace at this time. 
 
Roslyn asked her dad, Joel, to share with us about the 5K run she participated in 
on Saturday.  It was a part of the “Girls on the Run” program for third through fifth 
graders at her school.  It is an excellent program that also includes a curriculum 
that helps with the girls’ self-esteem and a self-image. Joel was Roslyn’s running 
buddy, and they both had a great time. Also there were Karen H. and daughter 
Kristy.  Karen is a coach for the program and Kristy ran with her daughter.  
Roslyn wanted us to know the great news of how she is growing, and about the 
great experience she had participating in this program.  
 
Bill has been in rehab at Wolf Creek for almost a year for sores on both of his 
feet.  He appreciates all the prayers, cards, and visits.  By the grace of God, he 
is healing, and he is back with us. 
 

There will be informational Medicare presentations at Everence’s office in 
Archbold on December 3 at 10 am and again at 6 pm.  Contact Denise         
Waidelich at 419-446-4618 if you wish to attend one of these sessions.   

You are invited to participate in Advent services through special music or 
elements during these services. If you would like to participate, please talk to 
Ana, Teresa, or Laura. 

$1,431.50 was raised for “Racing for Recovery” at last week’s           
Thanksgiving service.  Food gathered will be taken over to Epiphany's 
Feed Your Neighbor program.  Many thanks to Todd Crandell from Racing for 
Recovery for speaking at the service.  And a special thanks to the Community 
Life Commission for the heart-filled work they did to make sure we had a 
meaningful service, great food, and lots of fun. 

http://www.goshen.edu/devotions
http://toledomennonite.org/
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/holiday/christmas.html
https://mcc.org/christmas

