
  

 

Toledo Mennonite Church 
5501 Nebraska Avenue. Toledo, OH   43615 
419-536-1251 | toledomennonite@gmail.com | www.toledomennonite.org 
Pastor, Joel Shenk 
Pastor’s hours vary and by appointment   
Secretary, Maureen Loutit 
Secretary’s office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday - 9:00 to 1:00 pm 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 (CEB) 
 
6 A man named John was sent from God. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
concerning the light, so that through him everyone would believe in the 
light. 8 He himself wasn’t the light, but his mission was to testify concerning the 
light. 

19 This is John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests 
and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?” 

20 John confessed (he didn’t deny but confessed), “I’m not the Christ.” 

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 

John said, “I’m not.” 

“Are you the prophet?” 

John answered, “No.” 

22 They asked, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?” 

23 John replied, 

“I am a voice crying out in the wilderness, 
    Make the Lord’s path straight, 

just as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

24 Those sent by the Pharisees 25 asked, “Why do you baptize if you aren’t the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 

26 John answered, “I baptize with water. Someone greater stands among you, 
whom you don’t recognize. 27 He comes after me, but I’m not worthy to untie 
his sandal straps.” 28 This encounter took place across the Jordan in Bethany 
where John was baptizing. 

 

 

 

Prelude                                              Laura 

Gathering 

 Opening Hymn:                         Maureen              
  “Praise the One who breaks the darkness”  (SS #1)  
        Call to Worship and Prayer                                                    Scott  
 Lighting of the Advent Candle                                     Lana  and Nat 
  Congregational Response:  
  May the light shine into the darkness of our hearts, and 
  into the darkness of our world.  May we be purified as with 
  fire and come to the light of Christ the Lord 

 Advent Theme Song:  “Unexpected and Mysterious”            Music Team        
 Pass the Peace  
  
 Praising God      
 Songs of Praise:            
  "Shine, Jesus, shine"                                                      
 "Come, come Emmanuel" (SS #7) 
   "Hope is a candle" (SS #15) 
 Children’s Story                              Amy  
 Offering* - with special music                         Roslyn  
Hearing God’s Word  
 Scripture:  John 1:6-8, 19-28                                         Sue 
 Sermon        Pastor Joel Shenk         
 
Responding 
 Hymn of Response: “Hark! The glad sound”  (HWB #184) 
 Congregational Prayer 

Sending 
 Announcements  
 Sending Song:  “Come, thou long-expected Jesus”  (HWB #178) 

 Benediction 
 
 

December 9, 2018 

Advent:  Watch for the Light 

Hymn Books used: 
 (HWB) Hymnal, A Worship Book - blue, hard cover 
 (SJ)     Sing the Journey - green, soft spiral bound cover 
 (SS)    Sing the Story - purple, soft spiral bound cover 
 (MH)   The Mennonite Hymnal - red, hard cover 
 (S&R) Sing and Rejoice - green, hard cover 
* Giving by credit card is available.  See Mike ,TMC Treasurer. 



  

 

Baby’s Nursery is at the back of sanctuary - unsupervised 

Toddlers and Children’s Play Room - Room 102 - Carol Nofziger 

Today’s Sound Technician - James Bennett 

Usher - Joel Nofziger 

CALENDAR 
Today - 10:45 am - Fellowship and refreshments in the fellowship hall  --  
       all are welcome to stay. 
              11:00 am - Children’s Singing - Room 103, Ana, & Emiley, followed by 

            Sunday School 

             Early Childhood Sunday School - Amy & James   

             Middlers- Room 104, Dru Cunningham  

        Teens - Room 202, Spencer Cunningham 

        Adults - Room 204, Linda Carter     

 12:00 pm - Potluck 

 

12/12 Prayer Meeting - 6:30 pm 
12/15 Sunshine Christmas Service - 6:30 pm at TMC 
12/16 Caroling - 6:00 pm, at TMC 
12/19 Prayer Meeting - 6:30 pm 
12/21 Longest Night Service - 6:00  pm 
12/24 Christmas Eve Service - 5:30 pm  (note time change) 
 

 ---------------------------------- 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Grace Pantry welcomes volunteers to assemble care packages on Monday,  
December 10 at 6pm.  The Grace Pantry also needs plastic bags for the items the 
teachers pick out. 

Please join us for caroling on Sunday, Dec. 16, at 6:00 pm. We have a core 
group but need more festive-minded people to help spread the joy to some older 
folks in our congregation. Please bring a snack to share that we will enjoy  
before we head out. Soup and drinks will be provided. Contact Lynn with any 
questions. 

Ana and Lora invite you to join them while they play Christmas music during 
Holidays at the Manor House (5100 W Central Ave) on Tuesday, December 11 

from noon-1pm. Admission is free. 

You are invited to come and hear Ana Yoder Coulter's piano students 
(including Max, Roslyn, and Saadiya) play Christmas music on Saturday,       
December 15, from 3:30-4pm during the Children's Wonderland event at 
Sylvania Tam O'Shanter (7060 W Sylvania Ave, Sylvania). Cost of admission 
is $6 for children and seniors, $8 for adults. 

 

 

There are many good Advent devotionals available to help deepen your faith 
during this season.  Goshen College has a daily e-mail devotional based on the 
revised common lectionary that can be accessed at www.goshen.edu/
devotions.  The Anabaptist Faith Formation network has a family advent guide 
called "God's Goodness."  Everyday Abbey has a collection of Advent practices 
called "God's Hospitality."  Both these resources can be downloaded from our 
website - toledomennonite.org  

The Mission Commission encourages you to consider Heifer International and 
Mennonite Central Committee for alternative Christmas giving this             
season.  Whether you wish to invest in animals, basic needs, farming, women's 
empowerment, the gift of learning, job skills, healthier living, peace and healing, 
or relief and rebuilding, these gifts go to support children and families around the 
world who are in need.  Their Christmas catalogs are available online at: 
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/holiday/christmas.html  and 
https://mcc.org/christmas.  Or, you may also consider donating to Grace and 
Healing Ministries, led by Esther Muhagachi from our Sister Church in  
Dodoma, Tanzania.  Grace and Healing Ministries serves some of the most      
vulnerable children in Dodoma due to the impact of poverty and HIV/AIDS.  To 
make a donation to Grace and Healing Ministries, speak with Pastor Joel who 
can help facilitate the international transaction.   

Longest Night Service - December 21 at 6:00 pm.  The winter solstice,      
December 21st, is the longest night of the year.  Not everyone is up and cheery 
for the Christmas holidays. For those whom night-time means heightened    
loneliness or fear, this is the night most dreaded, the night when hope is most 
needed. We are surrounded in this season by the sounds and sights of joy – 
family gatherings, parties, and laughter. Some of it is real, some is forced, and 
some is a cover-up for various kinds of pain and disappointment. Many of us are 
reminded, by the very nature of the Christmas season, of those who are absent 
from our family circles - especially of those who have died, whether recently or 
some time ago. We remember those from whom we are separated under      
various circumstances. Others are burdened by illness or disappointment or 
anxiety. Some are acutely aware of the chaos of our world.  
 
And so we will come together seeking comfort and strength from each other and 
from God. Our Longest Night Service creates sacred space for people living 
through dark times. The service is reflective, accepting where we really are,  
embracing healing and hope.  
 
 
  

November Month-End Financial Budget Update 

     Needed weekly: $3,200.11 
     Average weekly giving in Nov: $6,089.48 (outside of Harvest Festival) 

     Ahead Year-to-date budget by $2,911.13 

http://www.goshen.edu/devotions
http://www.goshen.edu/devotions
http://toledomennonite.org/
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/holiday/christmas.html
https://mcc.org/christmas

