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ANNOUCEMENTS 

 

There is no Sunday School today.  Christian Formation commission is pleased 
to announce a new Sunday School format for the new year.  On the 2nd and 3rd 
Sundays of each month, we will have our typical offering of Sunday School 
classes for all ages.  On the 1st and 4th Sunday of each month, we will continue 
to plan inter-generational activities.  Some of these will involve shared activities 
like the coloring pages, service projects, perhaps even outdoor walks with one 
another once the weather gets nicer.  We will also use this time to explore new 
spiritual disciplines that young and old can participate in together.  We will try this 
new format for a season as we continue to experiment with new ways to address 
the important work of faith formation for all ages.  
 
On January 13, Joel S. and Scott C. will attend Healthy Boundaries Training in 
Bluffton.  Attendance is mandatory for continued credentialing in the Ohio the 
Ohio Conference.  The Credentialing Ministry of the Conference is encouraging 
each congregation to send a layperson who is on the Leadership Team to attend.  
Scott is that person for TMC.  The goals of the training are: 

 To increase awareness of the need for healthy boundaries in the clergy-

congregant relationship 

 To provide clergy and lay leaders with guidelines for appropriate boundaries 

and self-care 

 To illustrate strategies to sustain a safe, healthy church 

 To define boundaries and why they are important 

 
Feed Your Neighbor Sunday is next week.  Please remember those who are in 
need of non-perishable food and personal items.  All items will be donated to the 
Feed Your Neighbor program at Epiphany Lutheran Church on Reynolds Road. 

  

 

Revelation 19:6-10 (CEB) 

 
6 And I heard something that sounded like a huge crowd, like rushing water and 
powerful thunder. They said, 

“Hallelujah! The Lord our God, the Almighty, 
        exercised his royal power! 
7 Let us rejoice and celebrate, and give him the glory, 
    for the wedding day of the Lamb has come, 
        and his bride has made herself ready. 
8 She was given fine, pure white linen to wear, 
    for the fine linen is the saints’ acts of justice.” 

9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Favored are those who have been invited 
to the wedding banquet of the Lamb.” He said to me, “These are the true words of 
God.” 10 Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said, “Don’t do that! I’m a 
servant just like you and your brothers and sisters who hold firmly to the witness 
of Jesus. Worship God! The witness of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy!” 

 

 

 

Prelude                                                 Patty S. 

Gathering  
 Hymn:  “Break forth O beauteous heav’nly”  (HWB #203)            Dave W. 
 Call to Worship and Prayer                                              Laura H. 
 Lighting the Advent Candles  (see litany on next page) 
 Welcome and Pass the Peace     
  
Praising God 
 Praise Songs 
  “The Virgin Mary had a baby boy”  (HWB #202) 
  “Hark the Herald Angels sing”  (HWB #201) 
  “Angels we have heard on high”  (HWB #197) 
  “Helpless & hungry”  (SS #26) 
  “Dona nobis pacem” 
        Wisdom and Wonder Skit                                            Max B. and Teresa S.                  
 Offering* 
       Offertory Music                                                Laura H. and Teresa S. 
           
Hearing God’s Word 
 Scripture: Luke 2:21-38                        Joel N. 
 Hymn:  “O come, all ye faithful”  (HWB #212) 
 Scripture:  Revelation 19:6-10 
 Sermon                                                                      Pastor Joel Shenk 
 
Responding 
 Hymn of Response:  “Good Christian friends, rejoice”  (HWB #210) 
 Congregational Sharing and Prayer 
  
Sending 
 Announcements  
       Sending Hymn:  “Joy to the world”  (HWB #318) 
 Benediction 

…………...…………………. 
 
 
 
Hymn Books used: 
 (HWB) Hymnal, A Worship Book - blue, hard cover 
 (SJ)   Sing the Journey - green, soft spiral bound cover 
 (SS)  Sing the Story - purple, soft spiral bound cover 
 (MH) The Mennonite Hymnal - red, hard cover 
 (S&R) Sing and Rejoice - green, hard cover 
* Giving by credit card is available  See Mike Peeters, TMC Treasurer 

ADVENT APOCALYPSE 

   CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 

          December 31, 2017 



  

 

Parents/Infants Nursery adjacent to sanctuary (unstaffed) 

Children’s Play Room - Room 102 - Amy B. (children up to 4 years old)  

Today’s Usher - Randy and Nancy B. 

Today’s Sound Tech -  James B. 

TMC Calendar: 

Today - Fellowship and refreshments in the Fellowship Hall - 10:45 am 

 No Sunday School today 

1/2  Sew & So - 9:00 am 

1/3  Prayer Meeting - 6:30 pm 

1/7 Feed Your Neighbor Sunday 

1/13 Heathy Boundaries Workshop - Bluffton, OH - see announcement 

1/14 Scott Coulter Preaching 

1/17 Leadership Team Meeting - 7:00 pm 

1/24 Commission Chairs Meetings - 6:30 pm 

Candle Lighting Litany 
 

Reader One: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All 
things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being.  What has come into being in him was life.  And that 
life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it (John 1:1-5).  
 
Reader Two: As we light the Christ Candle we celebrate anew the arrival of 
God’s Word.  He who came in the flesh, has come into our hearts and will 
come again in judgment of the living and the dead.  We rejoice with God our 
Savior, who has looked upon us in favor.  May all generations be blessed, 
now and forever more. 
 
Reader One: These lighted candles express the power and love of Jesus 
Christ the Messiah, God’s Son, the Savior. 
 
Reader Two: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  
 
All:  We invite Jesus Christ into our hearts. 
 We let ourselves be guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 We live in God’s light. 

 

 

Birthdays: 

 1/1  - Max B. 

 1/3  - Stefani H. 

 1/4  - Ellie C. 

CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

December 24, 2017 

Cathey R. is joyful that she and her daughter Ashley are getting along so well lately.  

Please keep Cathey and Ashley in your prayers. 

Rosalee Z. would like prayers for her sister who has no feeling in her hands or feet.  A 

nursing home placement is an option, but not one that she wants. 

Joel Shenk reported that Linda R. has been in and out of the hospital with multiple 

problems.  Please keep her in your prayers.  Lizette also said that Emiley’s father had 

his surgery and it went well.  Pray for his recovery, 

Joan R. mentioned that in the absence of her family, her church family is appreciated 

so much. 

Dianna S. went to Kentucky and picked up Cheyenne for a surprise Christmas gift for 

Bob.  He was surprised and appreciated what Dianna did for him.  She also asked for 

prayers for a friend’s family and for her adopted mother.  The friend's brother died and 

left six children to mourn his death.  Dianna’s adopted mother has been diagnosed 

with cancer once again. 

Laura H. finds December 21 as a very special day.  The Longest Night Service on Dec. 

21st was very moving and powerful.  It is the day in 2001 that their first daughter, 

Lindsey, came to live with them.  It is also the day two years ago that granddaughter 

Aliciana was born.  During her birthday party, Mom and Dad, Joe and Amanda, 

announced their engagement. 

Lynn R. said that Billy Sharp has been in the hospital and is now at the Wolf Creek 

nursing facility.  He had surgery on his feet and no infection was found in the bones. 

Please pray for Billy’s recovery. 

Nancy and Randy B. will be traveling to visit family for Christmas.  She asked for 

mercies for all those traveling this week. 

_______________________________________ 


